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Dear Fathers,  Brothers and Sisters,

May the Risen Lord strengthen our faith in God and

that we remain the Children of God and He remains

our God. A very Happy Feast of Easter to all of you.

I must confess that the Diocesan Way of the Cross held

at Madha Hill at Chetpet on Sunday 22, March 2015

was a day of reconciliation and peace. The response of

priests, religious and people was overwhelming. I do

thank all our parish priests, superiors of religious

communities for their cooperation. Special word of

thanks to Fr. Stephen and all his collaborators for this

successful prayer event. I am sure our families are

strengthened by this event.

The diocese as a whole in support of the call of the

Universal Church, we have very well disseminated the
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working document for the forthcoming Synod on family.

The Questionnaires were distributed to all the sectors

of the diocese (Clergy, CRI, Diocesan Pastoral Council,

BCCs, Catechists, Teachers, Pious Associations, Laity,

13 other Commissions, especially Women) and were

collected about 2000 answers. We have sent them to

the ‘Regional Family Commission’. Let us pray that the

Church will give proper guide lines in strengthening

our families.

Let this great event of Paschal Mysteries bring once again

to all of us Joy and Peace of the Risen Lord. Let our

Mother Mary who has been with path of this mystery

lead us to be faithful to our call as Christians and to

form “Family Church”.

I am happy to bring to our minds the thoughts expressed

by our Holy Father Francis on 24 March 2015 on “Who

is a Christian”.

How many people say they are Christians but don’t

accept “the way” that God wants to save us? They are

the ones Pope Francis defined as “Christians, yes, but...”,

incapable of understanding that salvation passes

through the cross. And Jesus on the Cross — the Pontiff

explained in his homily during Mass at Santa Marta on

Tuesday, 24 March — is the very “core of the message of

the day’s Liturgy”.
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In the passage from the Gospel according to John (8:21-

30), Jesus says: “When you have lifted up the Son of

man...” and, foretelling of his death on the cross, evokes

the bronze serpent that Moses raised “to heal the

Israelites in the desert” and which was recounted in the

First Reading from the Book of Numbers (21:4-9). The

People of God enslaved in Egypt, the Pope explained,

had been freed: “They had truly seen miracles. And when

they were afraid, at the time of the Pharaoh’s

persecution, when they were faced with the Red Sea,

they saw the miracle” that God performed for them. The

“journey of liberation” thus began in joy. The Israelites

“were happy” because they had been “liberated from

slavery”, happy because “they carried with them the

promise of very good land, a land for them alone”, and

because “none of them had died” on the first part of the

journey. The women were also happy because they had

“the jewels of the Egyptian women” with them.

At a certain point though, the Pontiff continued, at the

moment in which “the journey was getting long”, the

people could no longer bear it and “they grew tired”.

Therefore they began to speak “against God and against

Moses: why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die

in the wilderness?”. They began to “criticize: to speak

against God, against Moses”, saying: “Here there is no

bread and no water, and we loathe this worthless food,
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this manna”. In other words, the Israelites “loathed God’s

help, a gift of God. And thus that initial joy of liberation

became sorrow, complaining”.

They would have probably preferred to be freed by “a

magician performing magic with a wand” rather than a

God who made them walk and made them “earn

salvation” or “at least partly deserve it” by acting “in a

certain way”.

In the Scripture we meet a “discontented people” and,

Francis pointed out, “criticizing is a way out of this

discontentment”. In their discontent, “they vented, but

they didn’t realize that the soul becomes poisoned with

this attitude”. Thus, the serpents arrive, because “like

this, like the venom of serpents, at this moment these

people had a poisoned spirit”.

Jesus, too, speaks of the same attitude, of “this way of

not being content, not satisfied”. The Pontiff then referred

to a passage from the Gospels of both Matthew (11:17)

and Luke (7:32): “When Jesus speaks of this attitude

He says: ‘How are you to be understood? Are you like

those youths in the square: we played for you and you

did not dance; we wailed and you did not mourn. Does

nothing satisfy you?’”. The problem “wasn’t salvation”

but rather “liberation”, because “everyone wanted this”;

the problem was “God’s way: they didn’t like dancing to
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God’s song; they didn’t like mourning to God’s

lamentations”. So “what did they want”? They wanted,

the Pope explained, to act “according to their own

thoughts, to choose their own path to salvation”. But

that path “didn’t lead to anything”.

This is an attitude that we still encounter today. “Among

Christians”, Francis asked, how many are “somewhat

poisoned” by this discontentment? We hear: “Yes, truly,

God is good. Christians, yes, but...”. They are the ones,

he continued, “who end up not opening their heart to

God’s salvation” and who “always ask for conditions”;

the ones who say: “Yes, yes, yes, I want to be saved, but

on this path”. This is how “the heart becomes poisoned”.

This is the heart of “lukewarm Christians” who always

have something to complain about: “‘Why has the Lord

done this to me?’ — ‘But He saved you, He opened the

door for you, He forgave you of so many sins’ — ‘Yes,

yes, it’s true, but...’”. Thus the Israelites in the desert

said: “I would like water, bread, but the kind I like, not

not this worthless food. I loathe it”. And we too “so often

say that we loathe the divine way”.

Francis emphasized: “Not accepting the gift of God with

his way, that is the sin; that is the venom; that poisons

our soul, it takes away your joy, it doesn’t let you go”.
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So “how does the Lord resolve this? With poison itself,

with sin itself”: in other words “He takes the poison, the

sin, upon Himself and is lifted up”. Thus “this warmth

of soul, this being halfway Christians” this being

“Christians, yes, but...” becomes healed. The healing,

the Pope explained, comes only by “looking to the cross”,

by looking to God who takes on our sins: “my sin is

there”. However “how many Christians in the desert die

of their sorrow, of their complaining, of their not wanting

God’s way”. This is for every Christian to reflect upon:

while God “saves us and shows us what salvation is like”,

I “am not really able to tolerate a path that I don’t like

much”. This is the “selfishness that Jesus rebukes in

his generation”, which said of John the Baptist: “He

has a demon”. And when the Son of Man came, He was

defined as a “glutton” and a “drunkard”. And so, the

Pope asked, “who understands you?”. He added, “I too,

with my spiritual caprice regarding the salvation that

God gives me, who understands me?”.

Therefore, there is an invitation to the faithful: “Look at

the serpent, the venom there in the Body of Christ, the

poison of all the sins of the world and let ask for the

grace to accept the divine way of salvation; to also accept

this food, so wretched that the Hebrews complained

about it”: the grace, that is, “to accept the ways by which

the Lord leads me forth”. Francis concluded by praying
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that Holy Week may “help us to leave behind this

temptation to become “ Christians, yes, but...’”

Once again a very Happy Feast of Easter!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

02 Thu Holy Thursday

03 Fri Good Friday

05 Sun Easter

06 Mon  M Major Seminarians Meet

07 Tue Bangalore

08-10 Vocation Camp - Veppoor

11 Sat St. Joseph’s B.Ed College - Katpadi

13 Mon Diocesan Council

14 Tue Sacred Heart Sisters - Rangapuram

15 Wed TANCEAN

16 Wed Pondicherry

17 Fri M First Profession, Sacred Heart Sisters -

Rangapuram

E  Pathiavaram

18 Sat M Golden Jubilee Celebration of David

Convent - Jolarpet
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19 Sun M Salesian Cooperators Mass -

Don Bosco Katpadi

22 Wed Wedding - Chennai

23 Thu M Perpetual Profession, SDR - Veppoor

E Diaconate Ordination - Vellore

24 Fri M Priestly Ordination - Vellore

30 Thu E Priestly Ordination - Allikondapattu

+Most Rev. Dr. P.Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Diaconate Ordination

The Diaconate Ordination for our Diocesan Seminarians

will take place on Thursday 23 April 2015 in the

Assumption Cathedral, Vellore at 6 p.m.

Priestly Ordination

Our Bishop Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., will

ordain our deacons A. Anandraj, I. Jeevagan, L. Joseph

and Y. Sathishraj as priests on Friday 24 April 2015 in

our Assumption Cathedral, Vellore at 10 a.m. We

Congratulate and pray for the new priests.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert

Vicar General
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PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

Mission Sunday Collection - 2015

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Cluny Convent - Katpadi 5000

2 Cluny Mat Hr.Sec.School - Katpadi 5000

Total 10000

 S.No Parish Amount

1 Eleyankanny 87000

2 Udayarkuppam 10000

3 Kilnathur 1000

4 Semmiamangalam 1000

Total 99000

Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission

Sunday Collection. Those who have not yet sent Mission

Sunday Collection, Kindly send to us as early as possible.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION
2014 - 2015

 S.NO. PARISH AMOUNT

1 Zamin Gudalore (04.03.2015) 2,500

2 Perunthuraipet (04.03.2015) 620

3 Mekkalore (05.03.2015) 500

TOTAL 3,620

TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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SACRED MUSIC TRAINING PROGRAMME  - 2015
by TNBCLC, Tindivanam

Days     :  1 to 20 May 2015 (20 days)

Venue  :    St. Joseph’s Matriculation School,

                 Mulagumoodu,  Kanyakumari Dt.

(One of the following)

Subjects

i) Keyboard       ii) Vocal Music       iii) Tabla

iv) Guitar       v) Violin

Fee Details

Registration :  Rs 200/-, Tuition: Rs 2000/-,
Boarding & Lodging:  Rs 3000/-

Contact (for more details)

Fr. Jeyaseelan, Programme Coordinator,

Phone : 9443118725
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-.(�A.F�!

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Nambikairaj 09.04.1965

Rev. Fr. S. Arockia Samy 10.04.2002

Rev. Fr. John Valarkott 12.04.1964

Rev. Fr. K. O. Abraham 12.04.1964

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 15.04.1961

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Rosario 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. C. Arputharaj 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. B. Edwin Savariappa 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. P. Gnana Sekar 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. S.A. Gnana Sekar 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. M. Rajan 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. P. Sugam Nayagam 17.04.2010

Rev. Fr. A. Joseph 19.04.2002

Rev. Fr. A. Vincent 19.04.2004

Rev. Fr. D. David Raj 20.04.1997

Rev. Fr. S. John Peter 20.04.2005

Rev. Fr. S. Francis 20.04.2005

Rev. Fr. M. Peterraj 20.04.2005

Rev. Fr. L. Ramesh 20.04.2005

Rev. Fr. A. J. Jagadish 21.04.2004

Rev. Fr. S. James 22.04.2002
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Rev. Fr. P.J.Xavier 23.04.1959

Rev. Fr. K. P. Kurian 23.04.1961

Rev. Fr. Motchanathan 23.04.1997

Rev. Fr. V. C. Joseph 24.04.1960

Rev. Fr. A. Pathrose 24.04.1973

Rev. Fr. S. Jacob 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. A. C. John Peter 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. G. Peterraj 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. S. Paularasu 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. I. Anthoni Selvaraj 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. A. Paul Bosco 24.04.2006

Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappan 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. D. Arockiasamy 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. S. Lua Thomas 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. S. Richard Peraira 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. A. Edward 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. A. Sagaya Josephson 24.04.2008

Rev. Fr. A. Stephen 24.04.2008

Rev.Fr. S. Amburose 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. K. Arockia Raj 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. S. Arul Prabakaran 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. A. Don Bosco 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. A. Jeyaseelan 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. P. Leo Maria Joseph 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. L. Paul velankanni 24.04.2009

Rev.Fr. J. Vincent Antoni Raj 24.04.2009
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Rev.Fr.R. Antony Raj 24.04.2013

Rev.Fr.D.Arockiaraj 24.04.2013

Rev.Fr.M.Johnson 24.04.2013

Rev.Fr.A. Sundharson 24.04.2013

Rev. Fr. M. Johnson 25.04.1977

Rev. Fr. N. T. Irudayaraj 25.04.1997

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 25.04.1999

Rev. Fr. A. Charles Jesu Doss 25.04.2003

Rev. Fr. C.Antony Chinnappa Xavier 25.04.2007

Rev. Fr. S. Arul Doss 25.04.2007

Rev. Fr. L. Christu Raj 25.04.2007

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Antony 25.04.2007

Rev. Fr. C. Matthew 26.04.1999

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 26.04.2000

Rev. Fr. Velanganni Vinothraj 26.04.2002

Rev. Fr. L. Joseph Julian 27.04.1983

Rev. Fr. S. Jeyaseelan 27.04.1987

Rev. Fr. A. R. Antonysamy 27.04.1998

Rev. Fr. A.L. Yesuraj 27.04.1991

Rev. Fr. S. Daniel 28.04.1987

Rev. Fr. N. Victor Inbaraj 28.05.1995

Rev. Fr. Joseph M Selvaraj 29.04.1984

Rev. Fr. R. Lawrence 29.04.2002

Rev. Fr. M. John Nicholas 30.04.1987

Rev. Fr. R. Maria Dossan 30.04.1989

Rev. Fr. A. Pancras 30.04.1982
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Birthday
  
Rev. Fr. A. Francis Xavier 03.04.1957

Rev. Fr. S. Arockia Samy 05.04.1973

Rev. Fr. L. Paul Velankanni 05.04.1981

Rev. Fr. B. Yesu Prabhu 05.04.1983

Rev. Fr. M. Johnson 10.04.1948

Rev. Fr. G. Peterraj 12.04.1977

Rev. Fr. K. S. Gnana Jyothi 14.04.1955

Rev. Fr. A. Jeyaseelan 15.04.1981

Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist 15.04.1965

Rev. Fr. A. Edward 17.04.1979

Rev. Fr. C. Dayalaraj 22.04.1965

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Antony 24.04.1979

Rev. Fr. D. Martin Santhakumar 25.04.1976

Rev. Fr. D. Davidraj 28.04.1969

Rev. Fr. N. Victor Inbaraj 29.04.1968
  
Intentions
  
Let us pray that  people may learn to respect creation

and care for it as a gift of God.

Let us pray that persecuted Christians may feel the

consoling presence of the Risen Lord and the soildarity

of all the Church.
  
Calender
 

01 Wed Wednesday of Holy Week
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02 Thu Holy Thursday

03 Fri Good Friday

04 Sat Holy Saturday

05 Sun Easter Sunday, Sol

12 Sun 2nd Sunday of Easter

or Divine Mercy Sunday

13 Mon St.Martin I Pp., Mr., Mem

19 Sun 3rd Sunday of Easter

21 Tue St.Anselm Bp., Dr.

23 Thu St. George Mr.

25 Sat St. Mark the Evangelist, Feast

26 Sun 4th Sunday of Easter

28 Tue Louis Grignion de Montfort, Pr.

29 Wed St. Catherine of Siena, Vir., Dr., Mem

30 Thu St. Pius V., Pp

Necrology
  

Rev. Fr. Joseph Deana SDB 06.04.1969

Rev. Fr. Celestine OCD 07.04.1984

Rev. Fr. K.K. Joseph 08.04.2011

Rev. Bro. Xavier Singaraj SDB 15.04.1978

Rev. Fr. John Baruci 26.04.1985


